SO                                 MARY STUAKT.
Darnley, like every man whose character is at once weak and headstrong, denied to others the quality of persistent will-power, unless sustained by some outside influence. He thought that by getting rid of Bizzio, he would surely remove the only obstacle to the success of his cause, because Eizzio alone, so he thought, was opposed to the bestowal upon him of the crown matrimonial, the object of his ardent desires. Owing to the fact that Eizzio was bitterly hated by the nobility because he had raised himself above them by his own merit, it was not difficult for Darnley to organize a conspiracy, and James Douglas of Morton, Chancellor of the Kingdom, consented to take the lead in it.
This is the second time, since we began this narrative that we have mentioned the name of Douglas, a name to be met with so frequently in the history of Scotland. The elder branch called the "Black Douglases" was extinct at this time, and the name was perpetuated in the younger branch, to whom the distinctive title of "Bed Douglases" was applied. It was an ancient, powerful family, which contended for the crown with the first of the Stuarts, when Robert Brace's posterity disappeared, and from that time had kept its place close to the throne, sometimes friendly, sometimes hostile, keeping a jealously watchful eye upon every great family, for all grandeur not dependent upon its own was offensive to it, especially that of the Hamiltons, who stood next to the Douglases in power, if indeed they were not on a level with them.
During the reign of James V., that King's hatred for them had not only caused the loss of all their influence, but had driven them into exile in England. This hatred was due to their having forcibly taken possession of the young prince and kept him in confinement until